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A HOLISTIC APPROACH HAS BEEN ADOPTED FOR THE

PRESERVATION /CONSERVATION OF CHANDIGARH

HERITAGE WITH FOCUS ON RETAINING THE INTEGRITY

OF THE ORIGINAL CONCEPTS IN SUCH DIVERSE

DISCIPLINES AS TOGETHER CONTRIBUTE TO THE

MAKING OF A CITY A SOCIAL ORGANISM AND A WORK

OF ART. THESE INTERACTIVE-INTERDEPENDENT

DISCIPLINES ARE:

•PLANNING

•URBAN DESIGN 

•ARCHITECTURE 

•LANDSCAPING 

•ART



“The seed of Chandigarh is

well sown. It is for the

citizens to see that the tree

flourishes”

.
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This document contains:

1. Report of Sub Committee-I – Identification of Government Buildings & Precincts for preservation 

and conservation and heritage status (Page 1-97, 105-153).

2. Report of Sub Committee-II – Identification of Private Buildings for heritage status. (Page 98-104).

This document contains:

1. Report of Sub Committee-I – Identification, Conservation, Management and Maintenance

of Government Buildings & Precincts (Page 1-97 also 105-153).

2. Report of Sub Committee-II – Identification of Private Buildings for heritage status

(Page 98-104 also 105-153).
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PROLOGUE

Unique stands Chandigarh as a magnificent testimony to what India could do with her newly-earned

freedom under the vanguard of farsighted leadership!

This City is a living testimony to independent India’s first Prime Minister Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru’s vision of

what our cities should be and he found a matching genius in the Swiss-born French architect Le Corbusier to

translate that vision into a palpable physical reality. Chandigarh built from scratch has been the first attempt in

comprehensive city planning and the first large experiment in Modern Urbanism. Fondly called the “City

Beautiful”, Chandigarh holds its significance as a reference point in the evolution of modern architecture and

town planning which has placed India on the world-map. It has produced excellent town planning, urban

design, landscaping, architecture created with the use of ordinary construction materials, and embellished with

integral works of art, and so forth. The city has significance also from the historical point of view, and is one of

the most liveable cities of India. The most important fact about it is that so far it has retained the integrity of itsthe most liveable cities of India. The most important fact about it is that so far it has retained the integrity of its

original concept of holistic design, which should be reason enough for us not let it go the way of other cities,

from the “City Beautiful” to a shanty town like other Indian urban settlements have gone - characterised by

uncontrolled, and unplanned growth that is not commensurate with their infrastructures. The city’s monumental

architecture, principles of town planning of Sun, Space, and Verdure, as enunciated by Le Corbusier, along

with urban design, landscaping, honesty in the use of construction materials, like shuttered concrete and

exposed brick-work, ought to be preserved as Modern Heritage of Universal Value for which Chandigarh has

become known throughout the world.
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The Committee has worked out guidelines both for their sector-wise application and for adoption at the

city-level.

It is strongly recommended that regular upkeep, which is an integral part of the continuous process of

Conservation [which implies Management, Maintenance, and Monitoring], should be done in the light of the

Guidelines given in the Edict of Chandigarh, which once used to be the case until not long ago. This important

document is appended to this report for ready reference.

The Committee is of the considered opinion that all the original plans, which were drawn up by the team of

foreign architects headed by Le Corbusier, must be studied to see how far they have been implemented. If not,

projects should be completed as intended. If yes, the completed buildings/complexes should be studiously

managed to ensure that they are always well maintained and kept in good repair with all the components

comprising them fully operational. For example, the reflecting water-bodies, which formed an integral part of the

Master Architect’s concept of the High Court and the Legislative Assembly, are rarely filled with water—and thusMaster Architect’s concept of the High Court and the Legislative Assembly, are rarely filled with water—and thus

give the impression of utter neglect that is a slur on the Universal Heritage Value of these Edifices, which,

along with the Secretariat, have been hailed as three of Modern Architecture’s most hallowed shrines.
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A HOLISTIC APPROACH HAS BEEN ADOPTED FOR THE PRESERVATION/CONSERVATION OF

CHANDIGARH HERITAGE WITH FOCUS ON RETAINING THE INTEGRITY OF THE ORIGINAL

CONCEPTS IN SUCH DIVERSE DISCIPLINES AS TOGETHER CONTRIBUTE TO THE MAKING

OF A CITY A SOCIAL ORGANISM AND A WORK OF ART. THESE INTERACTIVE-

INTERDEPENDENT DISCIPLINES ARE:INTERDEPENDENT DISCIPLINES ARE:

• PLANNING

•URBAN DESIGN 

•ARCHITECTURE 

•LANDSCAPING 

•ART
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PLANNING

THE MASTER PLAN, rendered in the characteristic style of

Le Corbusier, who was a maser painter too, is a magnificent work of Art: an

abstract painting of great emotive power.
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PLANNING

The Master Plan

Chandigarh was planned as an Administrative Town for a population of 5 lakhs and built in two phases:

Sectors 1 to 30 which formed the First Phase, and Sectors 31 to 47 constituting the Second Phase of its

development. The City was planned on the principles of CIAM (Congress Internationaux d’ Architecture

Moderne) Theories focusing on four major city-functions i.e. Living, Working, Care of Body & Spirit, and

Circulation. Le Corbusier conceived the Master Plan of Chandigarh as analogous to Human Body in terms

of Head (the Capitol Complex, Sector 1), Heart (the City Centre, Sector 17), Lungs (the Leisure Valley,

innumerable open spaces, and sector-greens), the Intellect (the cultural and educational institutions),

the Circulatory System (the network of roads, the 7Vs) and the Viscera (the Industrial Area).
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SALIENT FEATURES OF THE MASTER PLAN
Neighbourhood Concept

• The function of Living occupies primary place and has been organised into a cellular system of sectors

based on the concept of a neighbourhood unit. Each sector (with the exception of Sectors 1 to 6, 12,

14, 17, and 26) has a size of 800m x 1200m which was determined on the parameter of providing all

amenities i.e. shops, schools, health centres and places of recreation and worship within a 10-minute

walking distance of the residents. The originally planned population of a sector varied between 3000 and

20,000 depending upon the sizes of plots, the topography of the area, and the urban-design

considerations. Every sector is introvert in character and permits only four vehicular entries into its interior

to provide a tranquil and serene environment conducive to the enrichment of life.

Green City Concept

• Planned as a Green City with abundance of open spaces, Chandigarh ensures that every dwelling has its

adequate share of the three elements of Sun, Space and Verdure.

Concept of V7s

• A well-defined hierarchy of Circulation based on Le Corbusier’s V7s road-system permits rich diversity in

land-uses covering commercial areas, educational facilities, health and social infrastructure, and open

spaces.

Hierarchical Distribution of Population

• Hierarchical distribution of population with the density is the lowest in the northern sectors and gradually

increasing towards the southern sectors.

Low-Rise Development

• Planned as a low-rise city, it has developed on the stated principles and, even after sixty years of its

inception, it still retains the original concept to a large extent.

• The city is, however, now under tremendous pressure owing to manifold increase of population, traffic-

congestion, stress on infrastructure, building violations, limited availability of land, all of which have begun

to adversely affect the sacrosanctity of the Master Plan concepts. 7



RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CITY-LEVEL APPLICATION

It is recommended that efforts should be directed to retain the essence of the Master Plan as was originally

conceived by Le Corbusier. As an evidence of this all-important endeavour, Heritage status be accorded to the

planning concept of the first phase of the city i.e. Sectors 1 to 30 which were planned and detailed out by the

original team of architects in fulfilment of the four principal city functions classified by Le Corbusier as Living,

Working, Care of Body & Spirit, and Circulation on which the success of this daring experiment in Modern

Urbanism depends. These sectors should be given the title of “Corbusian Chandigarh” on the lines of Lutyens’

Delhi.

In light of the foregoing imperatives,

• Chandigarh shall remain by and large an Administrative City.

• Chandigarh shall retain the essential planning postulates of Sun, Space, and Verdure.

• Chandigarh shall be a Low-Rise City.• Chandigarh shall be a Low-Rise City.

* Chandigarh shall be a “Green City” as originally conceived by Le Corbusier.

“Corbusian Chandigarh” should continue to retain its low-rise character and no private residential building be

allowed to rise higher than three floors as already permitted Accordingly, the public and government and

commercial buildings should continue to observe the height-restrictions prescribed in the architectural controls.

The City’s monumental Edifices of the Built-Environment, designed by Le Corbusier and his team of Architects,

namely, Pierre Jeanneret, E Maxwell Fry, Jane B Drew, shall be protected, preserved, and conserved as identified

and enlisted in this document.

No further FAR relaxation should be given, and Architectural Control/Frame Control restored as a primary step

towards the conservation of this urban complex of Universal Heritage Value. Road-sections of each category of

the V7 hierarchy were standardised by the Master Planner.
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However, it has been observed that to address the phenomenal increase in the volume of traffic, road-

widening is/has been carried out in the City at the expense of pathways for the pedestrians. This has not left

enough space for survival of the existing trees. The pedestrian footpaths and cycle tracks, which formed an

integral part of the V7s concept of the Circulation system, have not yet been fully implemented. It is proposed

that a comprehensive mobility plan for non-motorised vehicles and the pedestrian movement be worked out

to provide unhindered and seamless connectivity besides improving the Walkability Index of the City to make

it pedestrian-friendly.

The ongoing proposal of streamlining the Circulation System of the City by introducing an efficient public

transport system and removing bottlenecks in the road network by road-widening and introducing

underpasses, etc. needs to be holistically addressed in keeping with the character of Chandigarh. Though

Metro has been proposed to be taken underground, the ancillary infrastructure, such as metro nodes,

provision of public and private parking, need to be carefully dovetailed into the existing fabric.
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HERITAGE STATUS TO SECTOR 22 

SECTOR 22, built as the first typical sector on the concept of

a neighbourhood unit, should be preserved in terms of its

original planning concept and land use, including the

Shopping Centre, Kiran Cinema, and the Peons’ Village.

The very success of this neighbourhood as an experimental

prototype is reason enough for suggesting the stated action.

No development should, therefore, be allowed that may

jeopardise its original concepts of Modern Urbanism as

covered under the four city-functions classified by

Le Corbusier: Living, Working, Care of Body & Spirit, andLe Corbusier: Living, Working, Care of Body & Spirit, and

Circulation.

However, if its revitalisation becomes necessary at a future

date, the Department of Urban Planning should draw up a

comprehensive master plan for scrutiny and approval by the

Chandigarh Heritage Conservation Committee, which would

ensure that the integrity of intention embodied in the concept

of the original master plan for this sector is not lost in the

flurry of urban renewal or revitalisation. This very principle

would also apply in the case of the two Albert Mayer Sectors,

numbers 7 and 8, which are subsequently recommended for

a similar future treatment.
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As a tribute to the American planner, Albert Mayer, who was the first to be commissioned to prepare the

initial Master Plan for Chandigarh, Sectors 7 & 8 should be preserved as an example of alternative

neighbourhood planning concept in terms of master plan, land use, etc. These two sectors are tripartite in

design as against Le Corbusier’s standard/typical Sector which is quadripartite. Also, Sector 8 has Shopping

Centre planned on the precinct principle, which is a distinguishing feature of Albert Mayer neighbourhood

HERITAGE STATUS TO SECTOR 7 & SECTOR 8

Centre planned on the precinct principle, which is a distinguishing feature of Albert Mayer neighbourhood

concept. No development must be allowed that may jeopardise their original concepts of Modern Urbanism.

However, if their revitalisation becomes necessary at a future date, the Department of Urban Planning

should draw up comprehensive master plans for scrutiny and approval by the Chandigarh Heritage

Conservation Committee, which would ensure that the integrity of intention embodied in their original

concept of neighbourhood is not lost in the flurry of urban renewal or revitalisation.

11



HERITAGE STATUS TO SECTOR 7 & SECTOR 8
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THE PERIPHERY OF  CHANDIGARH

To safeguard the city from unplanned and unregulated

growth, an 8-kilometre stretch, which was later

extended to 16 kilometre around the urban area, was

earmarked as green and agricultural area. In 1966,

area under Periphery was subdivided between the

states of Punjab, Haryana and Chandigarh Union

Territory, with city getting only a limited 3% of the area.

The peripheral areas of Punjab and Haryana have

witnessed large-scale urbanisation, both planned and

unplanned, which have affected the concept of Master

Plan and put pressures on city’s infrastructure. Both

the States have further extensive plans of urbanisationthe States have further extensive plans of urbanisation

in this peripheral area and have either already notified

or are in the process of notifying the master plans of

additional townships therein, as a consequence of

which immediate coordinated efforts are necessary to

ensure balanced growth in the region.

The area behind the Capitol Complex is NO CONSTRUCTION ZONE in accordance with the EDICT of

CHANDIGARH and the CHANDIGARH URBAN COMPLEX plan. However, the master plan of Nayagoan

prepared by Punjab state shows it as proposed to be urbanised. Since there are no height-restrictions in the

area, there is a potential danger of multi-storey high-rise buildings coming up at the foothills of the Shivaliks

which form the most powerful natural landmark of Chandigarh and a magnificent backdrop of the Capitol

Complex. Similarly, Haryana state has also proposed high-rise building close to the regulator-end of the Sukhna

Lake. There is thus an immediate need to stop the proposed construction by taking up the matter with

the States of Punjab and Haryana with executive firmness. 13



URBAN  DESIGN  
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URBAN DESIGN: SALIENT CONCEPTS

Siting of the Capitol Complex

• Plan in consonance with nature’s magnificent backdrop.

• Orientation of the major roads directed to enable an

uninterrupted view of the Shivalik Hills.

• Location of the Capitol Complex at the highest point of

the city-site on the foothills.

• Low-rise, low-density development in the first phase of

the city.

• Green City concept based on the planning postulates of

Sun, Space, and Verdure.

A view of the Jan Marg looking towards the Shivalik Hills:

the seven-storey blocks add a touch of urban habitat to

an-otherwise pastoral setting

• Urban legislations for harmonious development of the

Built-Environment.

• Mechanism to regulate the city’s urban form is an

extensive range of architectural controls, zoning,

building rules, etc. These devices have resulted in a

very distinct and harmonious picture.

• Uninterrupted view of the Shivalik Hills along major

roads.
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V3 dividing Sector 22 and Sector 23

Himalaya Marg

HARMONY OF THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT AND LANDSCAPING 

A Typical Cycle Track

A city, as a social organism and a work of art, is the creation

of three disciplines: Town Plan; Architecture; and Landscape.

When they come alive as an organic whole they give birth to

Urban Design: the Architecture of the City, with its distinct

urban form and psycho-social imageability. Thus Chandigarh

stands apart from other cities by virtue of its order, and

harmony of the Built-Environment with rich Landscape

Design and carefully-planned arboriculture or roadside

tree-plantation, along with other stated factors. Therefore,

there is need to conserve its distinguished Modern Urbanism

at all cost.

Jan Marg: People’s Avenue as a Ceremonial Vertical V2
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URBAN DESIGN ON V2s: JAN MARG

Jan Marg forms main ceremonial road leading to the

Capitol Complex and has along its one side the Leisure

Architecturally-Controlled Institutional Buildings 

Capitol Complex and has along its one side the Leisure

Valley and cultural belt, and the institutional buildings on

the other side. These architecturally-controlled buildings

are the highest structures in the city, with the exception of

the Capitol Complex edifices and the unbuilt 11-storeyed

building in the City Centre. Buildings oriented at an angle

to the road lend a distinct character to the street while at

the same time provide glare-free light into the interiors.

Plantation of tall trees reduces the impact of the built-

mass. However, the ambience of this major road is

marred by unplanned security barracks and the

additional parking. It is proposed that underground

parking be introduced along this belt and security

rationalised. Construction should be regulated and

monitored along with architectural controls.
17



DESIGN CONCERNS  ALONG  JAN  MARG 

The recent provision of parking along this road has weakened

the fabric of Urban Design. It is proposed that the parking should
Wilting of trees due to insensitive tree-to-tree distance

the fabric of Urban Design. It is proposed that the parking should

be made underground

Security barracks near MLA Hostels

Wilting of trees due to insensitive tree-to-tree distance

Use of new materials
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Madhya Marg, linking the Railway Station with the City

Centre, the Panjab University and the PGI [short for

Post-Graduate Institute of Medical Education &

Research], is flanked by institutional buildings along one

side, and predominantly-commercial buildings along the

other. Violations such as painting of brick and concrete

surfaces and unorganised advertisements create visual

disorder.

ARCHITECTURAL  CONTROLS  ALONG  MADHYA  MARG

SCOs in Sector 7 & 26 towards North

The public and government buildings along the major

horizontal arterial road [V2] contribute to the urban

image of the city and thus need to be strictly regulated

and monitored.
SCOs in Sector 7 & 26 towards North

SCOs in Sector 9 towards North Institutional buildings towards South
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UTTAR MARG RUNS PARALLEL TO THE CAPITOL COMPLEX

This thoroughfare is not permitted for public use due to

security reasons

Security barracks for staff

Security check-post to ensure restricted entry

RECOMMENDATION

The presently-barricaded road should be opened up

to public movement after the security concerns have

been addressed satisfactorily

posts and barracks, which were not part of the

original Master Plan, have been constructed at

various locations throughout the stretch of the road.

Since the residences of the Chief Ministers of Punjab and Haryana fall on this road, the road has been

barricaded to prevent through-traffic. Security check-
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V3s, the inter-sectoral dividing roads carrying the fast traffic of the city, have been planned to avoid

buildings opening onto them. Buildings along these roads, open spaces, sealing walls, signage, street-

furniture and landscaping contribute to the urban image of the city. Houses, designed by the original

team of the Chandigarh Capital Project, private residences earlier subjected to full architectural control

and institutional buildings flank some of these arteries The rear of the buildings along these roads is

important from the urban-design point of view. Ground realities, however, bring out that violations, need-

based relaxations of allowing green-rooms, enhancement of FAR, shifting of setback lines and doing

away with of the Frame and Architectural Controls of residential houses have grossly impacted the

street- scape. In addition, poor maintenance and uncontrolled additions and alterations of the

government housing and the open spaces also add to the problem.

URBAN DESIGN ON V3 : SECTOR DIVIDING ROADS 

Sealing Walls are works of art in themselves
Government Housing celebrate visual order as

design discretion: a crucial element of sanity in

Architecture
21



VISUAL DISORDER ALONG V3s

The varying heights of boundary-walls, construction of green-

rooms, covering of courtyards, poor maintenance, uneven

setbacks, and other additions and violations, have adversely

impacted the order of the Built-Environment, and are a cause of

serious concern.

Additional covered area and shifting of rear setback of Frame

Control of private houses has impacted the streetscape along

V3.

RECOMMENDATION 

The architectural character of the private buildings along these roads, which were earlier controlled by the

special architectural regulations, should be monitored carefully as before. It is proposed that concept

approval from the Heritage Board of all the government and private buildings should be mandated before

undertaking any additions and alterations.
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ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL ALONG V4: COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS

V4, or the shopping street, which forms the spine running central within each sector and along which are

located the neighbourhood community facilities and the shopping centres, was intentionally planned as a

slow carriageway. Buildings on either side of this meandering road were initially planned to be

architecturally controlled. The shopping centres have been detailed out by the original team, with the

design varying from sector to sector. These privately owned and architecturally controlled Shops-cum-

Flats [SCFs] while ensuring uniformity of the architectural expression, were climate-responsive, ensured

cost-effectiveness and mandated use of local building materials and had pre- determined space for

advertisements. However over the years a number of violations and additions/alterations have been done

which have resulted in visual disharmony.

ORDERLY ORIGINAL FACADES COLOURFUL CONFUSION OF TODAY
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VIOLATIONS, ADDITIONS AND ALTERATIONS ALONG V4   

At present, many changes / violations such as advertisements, change in facade along with need-

based sanctions, such as coverage of rear courtyard on the ground floor, conversion of SCFs into

SCOs, and flexibility in internal planning have taken place, which are in conflict with the original

concept.

RECOMMENDATION

Due to change in the shopping patterns,

lifestyles, and advanced technologies,

there is a persistent demand for change in

architectural control. Limited uniform

changes within the existing frame may be

permitted with the approval of the Heritage

Committee.
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FULL  ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL ALONG  V4: RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS

Sectors 10 & 11

Sectors 15 & 16

Sector 18
25



EXISTING GROUND REALITIES: ARCHITECTURAL CONTROLS and 

RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS ON V4 [Shopping Street]

Architectural Control is no longer applicable to the residential houses along V4. The houses are now

governed by Zoning which stipulates the maximum ground coverage, FAR, and maximum height

permissible. The permission to build car porches, balconies, change in gate-design (subject to

compounding fees ), and change in size and shape of windows has brought in a variety of shapes and

forms. Since many of the buildings have not been sensitively designed it has resulted in a distorted urban

picture. The meandering profile of V4s provides the maximum visibility of urban form and thus needs to

be sensitively conserved to retain the city’s distinct imageability. Concept approval by the Heritage

Committee of all buildings along the V4 has thus been recommended.

Sector 21 Sector 11 26



ARCHITECTURE
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Architects Original Office is located in Sector

19 on the busy Madhya Marg. It is in this building

that the Chandigarh Capital Project, as a daring

experiment in Modern Urbanism, was launched

in 1950. Designed by Pierre Jeanneret,

Le Corbusier’s cousin, this is a most innovative

building in the city in terms of space concept, use

of low-cost materials, and indigenous techniques

of construction; above all, its environment-

friendly architectural design.

This building should be conserved in its original

form and no additions and alterations permitted.
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The block of the building which is already in use as

Le Corbusier Centre

Entrance view

Interior view

RECOMMENDATION

The second block at present in use by Offices of the

Chandigarh Administration should be got vacated and put to

use as Chandigarh Research & Development Centre, where

all the archival material pertaining to the city’s planning,

architecture, urban design, landscape, art, and other related

aspects be made available to scholars both Indian and

foreign. The building should be named ‘Pierre Jeanneret

Bhawan’ and got affiliated to Le Corbusier Foundation in

Paris for expanding its database to facilitate higher research.
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LIVING

LIVING

LIVING
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GOVERNMENT HOUSING

Government Housing: There are 14 types of houses for

Arched Entry to Community Housing

Unfortunately, Housing such as this, which set

the trend for disciplined architectural design, is

no longer the in-thing

This Committee has recommended that certain belts be kept

as heritage zones along V3 and V4. Internal pockets will be

identified by the Heritage Board.

Government Housing: There are 14 types of houses for

different income-groups. Keeping in mind the principle of Sun,

Space and Verdure for everybody, the team of architects

created very interesting spaces, forms, shadows, patterns,

and textures with local materials and indigenous construction

methods giving birth to a new style of architecture, which

came to be known as Chandigarh Architecture.

Chief characteristics of this distinguished Architecture are

Order and Harmony.

Single-storey Type-13 Housing

RECOMMENTATION
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Senior Officers’ Housing created machine aesthetic

with manual labour backed by refined sensibilities

Government Housing celebrate visual order as

design discretion: a crucial element of sanity

in Architecture
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Private Housing: Catering to the needs of all strata of society, plots of various sizes, ranging from five

marlas to eight kanals, were carved out in various sectors of the city. The marla houses and some

houses along important arteries of the city were governed by architectural/frame control. The

remaining houses, one kanal and above, were governed by zoning. Frame-control houses were

dictated by front and rear setbacks and the built-masses of fixed heights. This was to ensure a

uniform urban street-picture. The restrictions of the size of houses, percentage of penetration in built-

mass were all fixed. No structure was permitted beyond these lines. In the case of zoning, the

footprint of the building was designed within which flexibility was allowed. Maximum-height restrictions

were imposed along with percentage of covered areas on respective floors. These farsighted

measures created even among Private Housing specimens of Order and Harmony.

PRIVATE HOUSING
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NEED FOR ENSURING SUN, SPACE, AND VERDURE 

The original plan, architectural controls and building rules ensured that each individual gets

adequate share of Sun, Space, and Verdure for good quality of life and healthy living.

Many changes have been permitted over the years which have impacted the urbanscape due to

enhanced ground coverage and FAR, which are amongst the highest in the country. Doing away

with the architectural control/frame control, additional covered area outside the frame in the rear of

the houses, flexibility in size and shape of windows, balconies beyond the frame, etc. have done

more harm than good to the city’s Built-Environment.

It is recommended that, on the one hand, no further enhancement of ground coverage and

FAR should be allowed and, on the other, the possibility of reversing the notification dated

16.10.2008 be seriously examined for prompt and decisive action.

Marla Houses Cheap Houses
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VIOLATIONS IN THE RESIDENTAIL HOUSES

Violations in the rear courtyard of the marla

houses have resulted in a narrow linear and

open space. Totally violating the concept of

outdoor living besides adversely impacting theoutdoor living besides adversely impacting the

urban streetscape. The residual open space is

the only light source to the main living rooms of

the house which is much below the norms and

against the concept of sun space and verdure
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WORKING
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CAPITOL COMPLEX – HERITAGE PRECINCT 

The Capitol Complex: The symbolic

‘head’ of the city, set against the

backdrop of the Shivalik Hills, consists

of a group of buildings designed by the

Master architect Le Corbusier:

Secretariat, High Court, Legislative

Assembly and the Museum of

Knowledge. The complex also has

monuments like the Tower of Shadows,

Open Hand, and Martyrs Memorial

built on a monumental scale and isbuilt on a monumental scale and is

flanked by the Rajendra Park and the

Sukhna Lake. The architecture of the

Capitol Complex, the most

representative of Le Corbusier’s works,

is the embodiment of the spirit of

exaltation, power and permanence

experienced by Indians on acquiring

the prerogative of self-governance

after long, bitter struggle for freedom.

The Capitol Complex was designed as

a great pedestrian plaza with

motorised traffic confined to sunken

trenches.
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The Capitol Complex is planned on a cross axis wherein rigid symmetry has been avoided in the

placement of various buildings. While the linear façade of the Secretariat marks the edge of the

Complex on the left side, the Assembly and the High Court are placed on the opposite ends of

the cross axis, facing each other across a 450-metre Esplanade where a number of monuments

symbolising Le Corbusier’s theories of City Planning have been placed. The sculpturesque

buildings built to excellence have earned international recognition and this masterpiece of

human creative genius needs to be given ‘Heritage Building’ status of the first order.

The location of the Capitol Complex at the highest point of the city-site and at the foothills with

the Shivaliks as the backdrop was a conscious decision underlying the concept of Chandigarh’s

urban design. The placement of buildings of the Secretariat and the High Court with the longer

facades perpendicular to the hills lent an unobstructed view of the foothills. Future development

should ensure that the above concepts are not marred by any physical barriers.

VIEW OF THE TOWER OF SHADOWS, THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY AND THE SECRETARIAT
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The Secretariat: At the time of its conception and construction the Secretariat was the largest office

building that ushered in what Le Corbusier called the machinist aesthetic. It was exceptionally bold and

beautiful in that it had no historical precedent nor showed any fickle-minded preference for eclectic

pot-pourrie of a mongrel mixture of elements picked up from here and there.

39



Though Le Corbusier’s edifice still retains something of its pristine majesty [as seen in the

previous picture] it is under constant threat of abusive tinkering, as can be seen above, by

its insensitive users who are altering its façade with couldn’t-care-less impunity.

Since they are the tenants of the Chandigarh Administration it should act fast and firm to

stem the rot if this priceless world architectural Heritage is to be conserved for posterity!
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SECURITY ISSUES

The Capitol Complex was so planned as to gradually

unfold to the visitor the beauty and magnificence of

the “edifices” designed by Le Corbusier. This concept

of spatial experience, heightened by the use of

geometric hill, artificial mounds with heterogeneous

plantation, and meandering roads/pathways, was

geared to create caves of surprises. However, due to

security reasons, the public Circulation system has

been so reoriented as to totally nullify the Master

Architect’s concept. Tents for security personnel

pitched all over the Secretariat surroundings give it

the keep-off-me appearance of a citadel rather the

welcome receptivity of an edifice that symbolises the

people’s power of self-governance in a parliamentary

democracy.
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SHED IN FRONT OF RAMP ADDITIONAL PORCH IN FRONT OF MAIN BLOCK

These four pictures show the wanton way in which Chandigarh’s principal Heritage is being butchered by its

callous users.

COVERING OF VERANDAHS ADDITIONAL SHEDS

callous users.
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Dumping of garbage and poor maintenance of the Complex

is a symptom of our epidemic sickness that prevents us from

Le Corbusier called Reinforced Cement Concrete

[RCC] modern-times “artificial stone” with unique

plastic qualities, and raised it to the level of a new

aesthetic cult by its persistent use in all his buildings

that created countless followers throughout the world.

Since this is the most important and easily identifiable

element of Corbusiana, it is incumbent to conserve it

in its original form by appropriate modern techniques.

Damage to the facade due to additional glazings

is a symptom of our epidemic sickness that prevents us from

seeing beauty in our environment and Heritage monuments
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THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

External changes like the painting of the pyramid and weathering

and poor maintenance of shuttered concrete have turned these

monuments of modern architecture into irritating eyesores.

Poor condition of the roof-terracing has also resulted in seepage and

leakage which has damaged large parts of the ceiling of this edifice;

the seat of law-makers!

Painted pyramid and  

Barricade segregating the High Court 

and the Legislative  Assembly 

building 
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Interior of the Assembly showing the false ceiling
Interior of the Assembly showing acoustic clouds designed by

Internal wooden partitions raised in the main foyer 

Internal changes in the material of the flooring,

addition of partition-walls, false ceilings in rooms

and corridors, renovation of toilets with new

materials, and the painting of concrete surfaces

have been carried out. Addition of aluminium

glazing and wooden panelling in the main foyer

vitiates the original concept of undulatory glazing

with precast concrete mullions and steel

‘T’-Sections personally designed by Le Corbusier.

Interior of the Assembly showing the false ceiling
Interior of the Assembly showing acoustic clouds designed by

Le Corbusier for sound absorption
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THE HIGH COURT

An outstanding structure, its double roof is designed like an upturned umbrella, which shades the

entire edifice. The grand foyer of this imposing formation is set in between the Chief Justice’s

courtroom and eight other courts. External changes with manifold increase in the number of

courtrooms from the original 9 to 68 has resulted in massive new constructions on the rear of

the main building, namely, the construction of two- and four-storey Lawyers Chambers, judicial

record-room, Advocate General’s Block, judgement writers/stenographers’ pool, addition to the

extension block, have already been carried out. Construction of multi-level parking and multi-

utility/Lawyers Chambers, extension of the Judges Library and committee/conference halls are

being carried out which are violative of the original concept. Massive damage to the parasol roof of

the main High Court building has been done due to the fixing of and thereafter removal of glazing at

the terrace-level. Use of the pedestrian plaza for parking of vehicles of judges already damaged has

necessitated the re-carpeting of the concrete flooring.

Internal changes:Internal changes:

Renovations, in all court-

rooms, judges lounge and

conference hall for judges,

in the form of false

ceilings, wall-to-wall

wooden dais, air-

conditioning and partitions,

additions and alterations in

the office, conversion of

cycle- and scooter-stands

and garages into offices

and ASD Lab into High

Court Museum have been

carried out in the main

building. 45



MAIN PEDESTRIAN PROMENADE THAT CONNECTS THE HIGH COURT WITH THE LEGISLATIVE

ASSEMBLY, AND WAS INTENDED TO BE A CEREMONIAL SPACE AT THE OPENING OF SESSIONS,

IS BEING USED FOR VEHICULAR MOVEMENT AND PARKING, THOUGH ITS ACCESS IS DENIED TO

THE PEOPLE AT LARGE.

The Promenade is in utter disrepair and betrays its Heritage Affiliations.

Using the ambient space of the High Court for parking for which it was

never meant turns a monument into a mundane structure.
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ADDITIONS AND VIOLATIONS AT THE REAR OF THE HIGH COURT

Massive additional constructions on the rear of the

main building, Lawyers’ Chambers, extension of

the library block, are violative of the original

concept

On going construction of additional floor of the extensional block.

The picture on the left hardly tells you that you

are looking at what the American architect Paul

Rudolph, on his visit in 1960, designated as the

greatest complex of the 20th century.
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Dumping of Heritage furniture, and discarded articles on the terrace of the High Court speaks volumes for our reverence for 

our Heritageour Heritage

AC ducting exemplifies our pitiable lack of aesthetic sense 48



THE OPEN HAND MONUMENT 

The significance of Open Hand is that it conveys the social message of peace and unity that is

"open to give and open to receive." The Open Hand is the city's official emblem. It has been

designed in the form of a giant hand made from metal sheets that rotates like a weathercock,

indicating the direction of wind. This giant hand is 14 metres high and weighs around 50 tonnes.

Poor upkeep and misuse of the intended function, with a telecom tower in the backdrop, have

marred the beauty of this work of significant art.

MOBILE TOWER BEHIND THE OPEN HAND
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WEATHERING OF THE BRONZE OF THE OPEN HAND  

URGENT REPAIR IS CALLED FOR AND RECOMMENDED
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INCOMPLETE PROJECTS OF THE CAPITOL COMPLEX

Even those, which are purported to have been completed, lie in utter neglect, and evoke remorse

rather than respect for Chandigarh monuments of Universal Heritage Value.

PHOTOGRAPH OF MODEL OF THE TOWER OF SHADOWS, GEOMETRIC HILL WITH SUN DIAL AND MARTYRS’ 

MEMORIAL IN THE CAPITOL COMPLEX
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MUSEUM OF KNOWLEDGE 

Non-execution of an important building, the Museum of Knowledge, which was intended to be the focal

point of the Capitol Complex, hailed worldwide by the American architect Paul Rudolph in 1960 as the

greatest complex of the 20th century, makes the composition appear disjointed and out-of-scale.

This building was to come up at the place originally earmarked for the Governor’s Palace by Le Corbusier

who had himself proposed this building after the idea of constructing the Governor’s Palace was dropped

by the Government in year 1959 as unsuitable to the tenets of democracy. A number of efforts have been

made at various stages to realize this building but due to one reason or other this project has not taken off.

Model of Governor’s Palace Model of Museum of Knowledge

Construction of the Museum of Knowledge is essential to achieve the desired ambience of the Capitol

Complex which at present appears fragmented due to its missing focal point. 52



• Accordingly, it is imperative to build the Museum of Knowledge to complete the Capitol Complex design as

conceived in its entity by Le Corbusier.

• While the topmost priority in the preservation of Chandigarh Heritage would be the immediate repair / upkeep

and management of three Edifices of the Capitol Complex: the Legislative Assembly, the Secretariat, and the

High Court, it will gain its intended importance in the long run only when the crowning building of the

precincts—the Museum of Knowledge—along with its entire landscape, as conceived and designed by the

master architect Le Corbusier, is completed so that it looks as one organic finished architectural whole.

At present, this focal point of the Capitol Complex as indicated in the concept master plan is not there.

This building was designed as an alternative to the Palace of Governor and conceived with great foresight as

the Museum of Knowledge which would not only be the focal point of the Capitol Complex but also an active

centre fully equipped with the state-of-the-art electronic gadgetry as a resource for decision-making as an

ongoing process in the three Edifices: the Legislative Assembly, the Secretariat, and the Museum of

Knowledge would be the database to provide information of all kinds drawn from records compactly kept in

what he called the “Round Books” (CDs). He rightly believed that prompt access to such information would

make the picture clear to High Court.

• Le Corbusier’s idea was that this the decision-makers in terms of precedents, previous decisions, rules and

regulations, their amendments, and so forth. It was also meant to guide decision-making by providing

statistical information on various aspects of complex situations as encountered in the daily operation of the

legislature, the executive, and the judiciary, which form three pillars of our parliamentary democracy.

The Museum would also enable the decision-makers to foresee the results of their deliberations with the help

of electronic forecasts.

• In the light of the foregoing exposition, it need hardly be emphasized that this Museum of Knowledge is not

an ordinary Museum which customarily houses historical material, or artefacts or cultural relics. In fact, a

museum of this kind has not been built anywhere in the world. At the time the building was conceived it was

a totally revolutionary idea. This Museum, when put in place, will not only bring out the aesthetic charm of
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the masterly Capitol Complex design, which the American architect Paul Rudolph described as the greatest of the

20th century way back in 1960, but also pay homage to architect prophetic vision of Le Corbusier who, seven

decades ago, could foresee the worldwide spread of electronic gadgetry which we now find rampant in the form of

IT [Information Technology].

• To build this Museum to Le Corbusier’s design but to house artefacts of any kind other than the stated ones

would be both contradictory and waste of public money. All other kinds of museums can be built anywhere

in the city—in fact, they already are there: Government Museum & Art Gallery, Fine Arts Museum at Panjab

University—or, for that matter, in any other city of the country. But Museum of Knowledge that is an integral

part the Capitol Complex master plan concept can be built only in the Capitol Complex.

• A caution needs to be sounded here. When the time comes to implement this project, it would be absolutely

necessary to study all the documents concerning this idea so that the concept could be clearly spelled out,

and the Museum of Knowledge, along with its interiors, equipments, and furniture, and furnishings builtand the Museum of Knowledge, along with its interiors, equipments, and furniture, and furnishings built

according to the intended design. Since all the material - design, drawings, etc. - are available with the

Department of Urban Planning, Chandigarh Administration, which has the distinct expertise and experience

to develop it in all respects, its design must not be assigned to an outside architect regardless of his

eminence. This point is crucial and would overlooked only to the serious detriment of Le Corbusier’s ultra-

modern creative conception.
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MARTYRS’  MEMORIAL 

The Martyr’s Memorial was planned in the Capitol Complex by Le Corbusier. This was conceived when the

Government of the erstwhile Punjab state decided to erect a Memorial to honour the memory of those who

had laid down their lives in the struggle of freedom of the country culminating in Independence in 1947.

The Memorial comprises three components:

• Architectural with mythological symbols

• Sculptures like Lion, Snake, and Man

• Debris

Existing Structure

The architectural components of the Memorial and the symbols have already been constructed as also the

sculptures of lion, snake, and man have been cast in bronze. A major component of the memorial comprising

debris depicting the fall of the Foreign Rule in India and the resurgence of India as a free Nation is still to be

executed. 55



SCULPTURES FOR THE MARTYRS’ MEMORIAL LIE FABRICATED SINCE

LONG BUT ARE YET TO BE INSTALLED

The Debris symbolises the Fallen

British Rule

The Snake Sculpture

British Rule

The Lion Sculpture

One of the many Martyrs
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POTENTIAL PRESSURES 

* In the High Court Building, lack of space has resulted in overcrowding and reduction of the open areas.
There is already a demand for the construction of multi-storey additional administrative block and it is
envisaged that due to the manifold increase in the number of courtrooms from the original 9 to 68, the
demand for additional usable built space for the ever-increasing needs may further result in additional
buildings which will mar the overall concept.

• In case of Secretariat and Assembly, space constraint due to additional demand of space and users
tends to reflects in the form of violations affecting the internal and external environment.

PERIPHERY AREAS AROUND THE CAPITOL COMPLEX

• There is a potential danger that the backdrop of the Capitol Complex will soon have multi-storeyed and
high-rise buildings since there is now no height restriction on the constructions in the neighbouringhigh-rise buildings since there is now no height restriction on the constructions in the neighbouring
state. It is proposed that the issue needs to be urgently taken up with the state of Punjab otherwise the
entire concept of the plan will be jeopardised.

• Security of the Capitol Complex, including the official residences of the Chief Ministers of Punjab and
Haryana states, is being looked after by CISF, Punjab Armed Police, and Haryana Police. The three
agencies together are occupying around 30 acres of space and the structures, permanent and semi-
permanent, put up thereon present a picture of a cantonment. This vitiates the visual appeal of this
world-famous creation recognised to be greatest of the 20th Century. In order to restore the Capitol
Complex to its pristine glory, it is recommended that the security arrangement be rationalised and
appropriate land developed for accommodating them on the Capitol Complex in such a way that they
do not create any visual blight.
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PROPOSALS 

IMMEDIATE

• The violations such as balcony covering, provision of grills should be put an end to with required
executive firmness.

• Cleaning and restoration of concrete surfaces with the latest techniques should be carried out every
three years or so.

• Coordinated approach for security of the complex as a whole needs to be worked out with the latest
techniques being used world over in such high security zones.

• Proper Landscaping in consonance with the original concept should be undertaken.

• No additional buildings, which are not in the original plan, should be sanctioned to be built under any
circumstances.

• Proper upkeep, maintenance, and management should be assigned to a central authority.

LONG-TERM ACTION PLAN

• Completion of Museum of Knowledge, Martyrs Memorial, and Geometric Hill should be ensured.

• Revitalisation of plaza area should be done by inviting ideas from students of architecture and art.

• Campus lighting to highlight building edifices during the night should be made an integral part of
environmental planning and design.
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RAJENDRA  PARK 

Rajendra Park: Spread over a sprawling area

Plan of the Capital Parc Due to incomplete implementation at present the Park is

being used as a Helipad

Rajendra Park: Spread over a sprawling area

of 400 acres, Rajendra Park lies adjacent to

the Secretariat building. The landscape of this

park is designed by Le Corbusier himself.

Trees with round canopies and evergreen

foliage have been planted here. The park is at

present being used as a helipad. This fabulous

park is named after the first President of India

who had come here to announce the dawn of

Chandigarh city. A woody place with lots of

lofty trees like margosa, amla, and Bauhinia

purpurea, the park also houses attractive

mangrove plantations. The original

landscaping proposal should be completed

and security barracks removed.
Plan of the Rajendra Park
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Sukhna Lake was a gift to Chandigarh citizens

for peace and tranquillity, and the area was

declared as a ‘Silence Zone’. The ambience of

the promenade, original design of the entrance

gate, the bandstand, watch-tower,

commemorative cube, security-posts,

promenade footlights, and landscaping should

be retained and any further development strictly

restrained.

SUKHNA LAKE 

Entry to the Lake from Uttar Marg

Pedestrian promenade along the Lake View of the Lake and its natural backdrop
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LAKE CLUB 

• Lake Club was designed by Le Corbusier, and

its site was consciously depressed with respect

to the road-level so as not to obstruct the view of

the Shivalik Hills.

• Additional constructions in and around the

complex should be restrained.

• Water-tanks and air-conditioning ducts on the

exterior of the building are eyesores. Something

should be done again to get rid if this ugliness.
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Revival of this Project would add to the revitalisation of the Capitol Complex surroundings.

MEMORY PARK

In order to safeguard Le Corbusier’s concept of green parkland on the north of the Uttar Marg, the area

between the High Court and the Sukhna Lake, the Memory Park was created. It was felt that

institutionalising the area was necessary to keep it green and free from encroachments. The area,

however, needs to be properly maintained and citizens be made aware of its presence.
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ROCK GARDEN

Rock Garden, by its organic forms and non-geometric layout, offers an apt counterpoint to Chandigarh’s

stylised architecture. Even though it is a product of the creative climate generated by the city itself, the

Rock Garden has added a noteworthy aspect to Chandigarh’s world-renowned stature. However, the

garden’s striking innovativeness, which lay in its first phases until mid-1980s and was its creator’s

ingenuity in using paltry resources artistically, is no longer perceptible in its expansion which has been

more and more repetitive using substantial government funds. It is thus absolutely necessary to freeze its

growth at the existing stage to be conserved as a significant work of what has been called “Outsider Art”.

Le Corbusier in his concept had indicated that that no major structure other than the Capitol Complex

would be constructed on the North of Uttar Marg. However, the Rock Garden came up clandestinely, and

was initially considered a gross violation. But by virtue of its creative excellence the garden has been

accepted and earned worldwide recognition. 63



The four-storey blocks in exposed 

concrete

The Jagat Cinema under built Schematic 

Design Control

CITY CENTRE SECTOR- 17

The V4 Shopping with brick façade 

adds a note of warmth to the 

ubiquitous concrete structures

The composite seven-storey buildings on the 

City Centre’s periphery 

VARIOUS  ARCHITECTURAL CONTROLS APPLICABLE IN THE CITY CENTRE, SECTOR 17 64



REVITALISATION  OF THE PIAZZA

Re-carpeting and provision of benches and plantersRe-carpeting and provision of benches and planters

Renovation and maintenance of the Bird- Fountain

at the Neelam Piazza 65



PROBLEMS OF THE CITY CENTRE 

• Laxity in enforcement such as covering of verandahs with glazing

• Violations of building finishes like paint, alum. Composite panels

• Problems of completion

• Concrete de-generation

• Uncontrolled sky line by adding rooms/ services on terrace

• Encroachments of backyard specially on V4 SCOs

• Over spilling of advertisements
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PAINTING OF COLUMNS/CLADDING WITH

ALUMINIMUM SHEETS/SOLAR PANELS OUTSIDE

THE FRAMELIT’S A FREE FOR ALL KIND OF

THRILL AT VIOLATIONS
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WEATHERING OF EXPOSED CONCRETE

WEVOKES PITY AT THE WAY WE CARE FOR OUR HERITAGE BUILDINGS AND THE BUILT-ENVIRONMENTWEVOKES PITY AT THE WAY WE CARE FOR OUR HERITAGE BUILDINGS AND THE BUILT-ENVIRONMENT
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AC DUCTS HANGING OUTSIDE SHOWROOMS

IF THIS LAISSEZ-FAIRE GOES UNCHECKED, LIKE IT HAS HITHERTOFORE, CHANDIGARH WOULD SOON BECOME THE WEIRD

ENVY OF OTHER MISSHAPEN TOWNS IN THE NEIGHBOURING STATESWENVY OF OTHER MISSHAPEN TOWNS IN THE NEIGHBOURING STATESW

The problems need to be addressed by taking the stakeholders, shopkeepers, etc. on board for which preliminary spadework has

already been initiated.
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GOVERNMENT PRESS, SECTOR 18

Large portion of the building has been
rendered useless due to the change in
technology and there is constant pressure
to reallocate it to other uses. Already some
rooms have been allotted to different
offices. There is also a proposal of housing
the drug de-addiction centre in this building

Designed by Maxwell Fry as a “glass-wall”
structure, the Government Press building is
the only one of its kind in the city and among
the first to be built here.

the drug de-addiction centre in this building
as a temporary measure.

It should be conserved for its unique architecture and,
under no circumstances, any deviations from the
original concept should be permitted. However, when
repairs become necessary due to ageing, the building
should be restored to its original design by re-building
the affected portion(s).
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CARE OF BODY AND SPIRIT 

71



KIRAN  CINEMA - FIRST MOVIE-THEATRE OF THE CITY 

Designed by Maxwell Fry along V4 sector 22 

The design of the Cinema Hall is so imaginative that even after nearly 60 years of its

inception, it still looks modern.

THIS BUILDING SHOULD BE CONSERVED IN ITS EXISTING FORM AND ITS USE

RESTRICTED TO THAT OF A CINEMA HOUSE. 72



FIRST SWIMMING POOL AND JANG GHAR OF THE CITY

Jang Ghar Sector 23

Swimming Pool, Sector 23 73



GOVERNMENT MUSEUM & ART GALLERY – HERITAGE PRECINCT 

Designed by Le Corbusier, Government Museum &

Art Gallery is a magnificent building that forms a

prominent landmark on Jan Marg—the major vertical

arterial road of the city. Using brick tiles and

concrete gutter, which is visible from outside, a very

impressive façade has been created. Concrete

surfaces and brick façade need restoration.

Insensitive additions such as aluminium glazing, and

flooring have been made in the interiors which need

to be rectified. No additional building is advisable in

this complex.

THE MAIN MUSEUM 74



The main Museum’s internal exhibition

spaces are not being used as planned

CONCERNS 

Insensitive painting of the brick facade and

poor maintenance of the piazza . There is a

persistent demand for proper landscaping of

the complex

Auditorium block needs renovation of the

interior, its air-conditioning, lighting,

additional exit, increasing the width of the

stage, change of the upholstery and

maintenance of the building.
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ARCHITECTURE  FOR  EDUCATION

• Architecture for Education in the Chandigarh

Experiment has thrown up some very fascinating

examples, which include schools, colleges,

professional and technical institutions to be found

in different parts of the city. Education requires a

very different atmosphere conducive to healthy

learning, although the construction materials and

elements of Building Design remain nearly the

same. In the case of Architecture for Education

in Chandigarh, we notice that campus space

concept as a whole vis-à-vis the built-form is very

innovative in that varied spaces have been

created to generate interaction from large-scale to
Government School, Sector 16

created to generate interaction from large-scale to

intimate dialogue so that formal and non-formal

education may go on side by side—smoothly and

fruitfully.

• Varied use of scale, which has been made in each

of the educational institutions, imparts a distinct

personal identity to each one of them. It need

hardly be stressed that these buildings of the early

times of the Chandigarh Experiment demonstrate

conscious effort on the part of the architects to

address fundamental criteria of Building Design

like climate, social custom, and economy. Use of

arches and precast battens was extensively made

to achieve low-cost Architecture for Education

which would yet be aesthetically-satisfying.
Government School, Sector 18 76



Most educational buildings of the city have north-south orientation, and been placed in the near vicinity of

Government School, Sector 10

Most educational buildings of the city have north-south orientation, and been placed in the near vicinity of

the green belts. This attempt to extend the campus space to the expanse of the green belts symbolises

that learning in spacious surroundings leads to the expansion of human mind. Sensitive and persistent

use of different materials like exposed brick-work, plastered, white-washed surfaces, stone, and concrete

has created a new architectural aesthetic. What is most amazing in these buildings is that though

built 60 years ago they were consciously designed to create an environment adapted to the special

needs of the differently-endowed persons. Not only have some of these buildings been the prototype for

developing Architecture for Education in the city but also become landmarks of Building Design for this

category in any part of the country. The buildings listed on the basis of these criteria should be

conserved in their original form as far as possible, and no deviation be permitted from the original

concept unless the situation becomes inevitable. In such a case, the proposal for additions and

alterations to the existing building should be got approved by the Heritage Committee.

Original School Buildings in Sectors 10, 11, 15, 16, 18, 19, 21, and 22 as well as Nursery Schools in

Sectors 7, 16, 22, and 23 should be preserved, and their further expansion regulated by the Chandigarh

Heritage Conservation Committee.
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GOVERNMENT COLLEGES FOR BOYS AND GIRLS, SECTOR 11

Government Colleges for Boys and Girls, Sector 11, were among the first educational buildings in

the city to be designed by Maxwell Fry. The architect put his long experience of designing architecture

for tropical climate to good use in the conception of these buildings. He made an extensive use of

courtyards and verandahs and jaalis, which are typical elements of tropical architecture, to adapt it to

the severe climatic conditions of the region. These buildings are examples of successful Architecture

for Education suited to our culture and climate and, therefore, should be conserved in their original

form.

Government Colleges for Girls, Sector 11Government Colleges for Boys , Sector 11
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CHANDIGARH COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE AND GOVERNMENT COLLEGE OF 

ART 

Le Corbusier developed this idea for what he called an
Audio-Visual Institute. The uniqueness of the building-
space concept lies in the fact that work-areas and
circulation arteries are built into the same basic cell,
which is then multiplied several times over around a
central courtyard to form the total building.

The ingenious cell makes the learning process
participatory as no space is compartmentalised. The
work-areas have north-light illumination and thework-areas have north-light illumination and the
circulation arteries are lit from the roof.

Another salient feature of these buildings is that Art [in
the form of bas-reliefs and murals] has been facilely
integrated into Architecture as a reminiscence of what
we in India had been doing for many centuries.

The Indian approach to Building Design was
consistently holistic. These buildings reflect creative
continuity with our glorious past.

Chandigarh College of Architecture, Sector 12

Government College of Art, Sector 10
79



BUILDINGS OF THE PANJAB UNIVERSITY 

Gandhi Bhawan, designed by Pierre Jeanneret,

is the chief building that gives the Panjab

University campus its easily-remembered identity.

Its distinct form, usage of white terrazzo finish, in

the midst of buildings clad in red sandstone,

PANJAB UNIVERSITY is a very well planned and prestigious campus. Each building has been designed in

harmony with all other buildings of the campus creating an atmosphere of aesthetic charm and contemplative

calm. Use of red sandstone and concrete makes its Architecture stand out.

The Administrative Block, Typical Arts Block, Gandhi Bhawan, Science Block, Boys Hostel, Library, and Fine

Arts Museum should be given Heritage status. For future planning of the campus a master plan should be

worked out with the approval of Heritage Committee.

the midst of buildings clad in red sandstone,

is reminiscent of Salim Chisti tomb in the mosque

complex at Fatehpur Sikri. Its placement in a

reflecting pool makes an apt allusion to the lotus-

metaphor recurrently encountered in the sacred

literature of India, underscoring the fact that the

seekers of truth [which made Mahatma Gandhi,

after whom it is named, proclaim that “Truth is

God”] must lead a life of purity like the lotus that

remains uncontaminated despite having sprung

from muddy waters, is a masterpiece. This

building is in utter state of neglect, its interior and

external form should be restored to its pristine

glory.
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Administrative Block is a major landmark due

to its massive scale and centralised

administrative function. Concrete facades with

projected floors at different levels make it stand

out. This building also needs restoration in

terms removal of violations in balconies and

cleaning up of shuttered concrete.

AC Joshi Library is a landmark architectural design

in which Pierre Jeanneret with exceptional sensitivity

worked out each façade to meet the stringent

requirements of orientation, lighting, and ventilation

to respond to the imperatives of monumental

architecture that makes library a Temple of Learning.

The Reading Hall is a magnificent space in terms of

its scale, lighting, and placement supported by

deliberately-subdued spaces for the book-stacks.

The beauty of this structure is that the elements of

Space, Structure, and Form meld into a single

concept of grace and grandeur, synchronising

effortlessly Form with Function!

AC Joshi Library, Panjab University                                 

Administrative Block, Panjab University                               

Front Elevation of the Administrative Block
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This building has a quiet nobility about it. Its modest exterior gives no clue to its magnificent

interior whose grandeur is the result of flood-like day-lighting rather than exaggerated scale. This

was made possible by the mushroom-column structure that keeps the roof clear of the enclosing

walls to admit ample light throughout the day. It is an exhilarating experience to view works of art

on display here. The Museum was conceived by the first Tagore Professor of Fine Art Dr Mulk Raj

Anand as an extension and augmentation of classroom studies by regularly exposing the students

to the diverse artefacts created by India’s modern artists. The Museum has a very fine collection of

Contemporary Art.

FINE ARTS MUSEUM

Fine Arts Museum, Panjab University 82



ARCHITECTURE FOR WORSHIP: Religion is an inseparable part of the Indian psyche. The glory of our

entire past is largely a product of our reverence for gods and goddesses. It is not without reason that a

modern psychologist like Carl Jung highlighted the indispensability of religious belief in human life.

He went to the extent of suggesting that since religion is the most formidable living force in human society

we must find appropriate means of exploiting it as a means of building of a healthy future. In terms of

Architecture, the special building-types, which figured early in the Chandigarh Experiment, were places of

worship. These buildings were thus among the earliest to be built in different sectors and for different

communities.

Church in Sector 18, Gurdwara in Sector 22, Mandir in Sector 23, and Mosque in Sector 20 are unique in

terms of their historical importance and design concept, besides the fact that they represent different

religious groups which constitute the bulk of Chandigarh population: Christians, Sikhs, Hindus, and

Muslims. By virtue of their location and distinct architectural forms they have become important landmarks

of the city. Conserving these buildings would be to respect the sentiments of the entire citizenry.of the city. Conserving these buildings would be to respect the sentiments of the entire citizenry.

These buildings should, therefore, be put in the category of Heritage and no additions/alterations be

permitted in them without the approval of the Heritage Committee.

Church in Sector 18 Gurudwara in Sector  22 83



Additions and Alterations made by the Management without the 

approval of the Chief Architect
Original design of Mandir in Sector 23

ARCHITECTURE FOR WORSHIP`

approval of the Chief Architect

Mosque in Sector 20 
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LANDSCAPING
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THE  LEISURE  VALLEY 

Landscaping: Landscape Design has been made

an integral part of the basic concept of the city,

forming as it does an important part of

Le Corbusier’s planning postulates: Sun, Space,

and Verdure.

These three principles cover the broad areas

which form the concept of the city: Architecture,

Planning and Greenery. Landscape is a

noteworthy feature of the city in that it is one of

the most carefully-planted modern towns. It is

the landscape of the city that gives it its unique

identity which one can experience in its healthy

air and expansive spaciousness.
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Open Spaces, in terms of the original concept of the Green City, are the Soul of

Chandigarh, and must never be stifled by thoughtless additions of buildings in the future.

The three planning postulates of Sun, Space, and Verdure should always remain our

directive principle. Verdure or Greenery is where Space is, and Space comes alive only

when it is bathed in Sun!
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MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR REGULAR UPKEEP OF THE LEISURE VALLEY,          

CITY GREENS AND PARKS IS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY. 

Poor maintenance of Infrastructure is the bane of Chandigarh as Heritage City!
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ART
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Chandigarh has the distinction of having created many works of Art integral to the conception of

architectural design for a variety of buildings. There are also very significant examples in which art-works

are deliberately created as independent, free-standing creations. The uniqueness of this experiment lies in

the fact that very low-cost and humble building materials have been put to an artistic use by virtue of which

they have been elevated to a new aesthetic cult. Notwithstanding its highly farsighted modernism,

Chandigarh has produced an Art Heritage which has invisible links with India’s magnificent art tradition.

All buildings which were built in the country before the introduction of structural arch were largely works of

art in that they were icons of artistic ingenuity rather than engineering marvels.

Legislative Assembly Enamelled Door

The enamelled door, which measures

25’x25’ for the Legislative Assembly25’x25’ for the Legislative Assembly

building, was personally designed and

produced by Le Corbusier and was gifted

by the French government to Chandigarh.

This is one of the largest and most

outstanding works of Chandigarh Art.

It features motifs which find recurrent use in

Le Corbusier’s urban planning and

architectural philosophy and also alludes to

the symbiotic relation of humans with other

forms of life like birds, reptiles and animals.
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TAPESTRIES

The design of tapestries was necessitated for providing acoustic treatment to the interiors of the

court-rooms. Le Corbusier spent a lot of time working out appropriate designs, largely geometric,

incorporating his famous motifs to create an art that would have the aesthetic charm apart from

being an effective material for acoustical purposes. These tapestries, which run into several hundred

metres, constitute a highly valuable Chandigarh Heritage in the category of Art. Not only is there a

need for sensitising and educating people about its historic import but also the imperative of ensuring

that no damage of any kind whatsoever is done to these works. Some tapestries have already been

damaged beyond repair by fixing air-conditioners in the court-rooms.
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Plaques: Plaques, which can be found in different parts of

COMMEMORATIVE TOWER, SECTOR 9 PLAQUES

Plaques: Plaques, which can be found in different parts of

the city, mark historic events in its development such as

inauguration by such luminaries of modern India as

Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru, Dr Rajendra Prasad, and others.

These should be preserved in their original form and kept in

good repair such as reflects our reverence for things of

heritage value.

The Commemorative Tower marks the place in Sector 9

where a tall wooden structure was temporarily erected for

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru to view the city-site. This spot is

thus prenatal to the birth of Chandigarh which was soon to

put India on the world-map of modern architecture and town

planning, so much so that it would be the Mecca for all

genres of creative persons to come to on their professional

pilgrimage.
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These works of Chandigarh Art, Commemorative Cubes and Bas-Reliefs, are similar to the Plaques

with the essential difference that these are three-dimensional objects as well as sculpturesque.

Their preservation and maintenance is all the more important, because, if neglected, they easily

COMMEMORATIVE CUBES AND BAS-RELIEFS

Their preservation and maintenance is all the more important, because, if neglected, they easily

become eyesores. Sector 9 foundation stone, inauguration Plaques, etc. are examples.

Bas- Reliefs (cast in shuttered concrete): Le Corbusier studiously observed the rich variety of motifs

which have been extant in the tradition of India. As his tribute to the Indian artistic genius he re-did

these motifs into his own artistic expressions and made them an integral part of the buildings in the

form of bas-reliefs cast in shuttered concrete of buildings designed by him, such as Chandigarh

College of Architecture. These bas-reliefs are a unique contribution to Art in Chandigarh Architecture

and should be preserved without any additions and alterations, including painting them.
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Murals: Pierre Jeanneret displayed his artistic

genius in creating wonderful murals in simple

materials like exposed brickwork. These murals

adorn the blank end-walls of certain buildings in

the city. Among these are MLA Hostel, besides

murals in schools based on the theme of subjects

of study such as the famous Pythagorean

Theorem.

MURALS AND MANHOLE COVER 

Manhole Cover: Chandigarh Master Plan made part

of the manhole cover in cast iron is a unique work of

Chandigarh Art in the whole world. This must be

preserved.
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Pierre Jeanneret designed many varied pieces of furniture like tables, chairs, tools, which are an integral

part of Chandigarh Heritage because furniture and buildings go together. There are still a large number of

pieces of furniture available in different government buildings which, for want of knowledge of their Heritage

value, are stored as junk and, if left to the whims of the users of the buildings, these are sure to be disposed

off as junk like it was done before. Immediate steps should be taken to prevent Heritage furniture from

being neglected and disposed off as junk material.

Pierre Jeanneret also designed lampshades and centre tables with cheap materials such as bamboo and

cut-up wood logs. Reclining chairs made of wicker work were also designed by him.

FURNITURE 

Other Art Objects are Rainwater Spouts, Brise-soleil, Porch Design, Filigree Work in jaalis of Residential

Architecture, Composition of windows and chhajas creating mural effect of the built-mass, treatment of

water-bodies, and Undulatory glazings which impart an active visual rhythm to the many and varied

architectural forms.
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BUTTERFLY PARK 

Butterfly Park in Sector 26 is one of the most

beautiful Landmarks of the City Beautiful - a

befitting example of biodiversity from which

students and teachers alike Could learn highly

stimulating lessons to cultivate love for Mother

Nature. It should be conserved in its original

form and maintained with care warranted by a

Heritage site.
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GOVERNMENT HOUSE TO BE DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF 

PIERRE JEANNERET

House No. 56, Sector 4
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PRIVATE   BUILDINGS 

Report of 

Sub-Committee-II

Dr  BN Goswami, 

Ms Chand Nehru 

Sumit Kaur ,Chief Architect, UT
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HERITAGE STATUS TO PRIVATE RESIDENCES 

Four private residences have been designed by the first team of Chandigarh architects . All these four

residences are spacious bungalows and have been designed by Pierre Jeanneret.

The list includes:

• House No.  33 - Nirlep Kaur House, Sector 4 

• House No. 22 - Oberoi House, Sector 5

• House No. 28 - PL Varma House, Sector 5

• House No, 32 - Gautam Sehgal House, Sector 5

Located on Uttar Marg, in the northern most part of the city, they enjoy the advantage of the picturesque

view of the Shivalik Hills beyond. Capturing this natural scenic beauty, achieving functional efficiency

suited to the owners’ requirements and being climate-responsiveness have been the governing design

critaria. While the exterior of the houses harmonises with the other Government residences of the city in the

use of exposed brick, random rubble, and plastered surfaces, the interiors have richer specifications and

detailing .

These houses are exemplary in the articulation of the indoor and outdoor spaces and thus merit Heritage

status. However, the consent of the owners would need to be taken. This could possibly be achieved

through sensitizing the owners to the desirability of conserving Chandigarh Heritage as also by making

available to them appropriate funds if certain norms for maintenance required to be met.
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HERITAGE STATUS TO PRIVATE HOUSES/BUILDINGS DESIGNED BY THE 

FIRST TEAM OF ARCHITECTS

RESIDENCE OF PL VARMA, SECTOR 5

RESIDENCE OF GAUTAM SEHGAL, SECTOR 5
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RESIDENCE OF NIRLEP KAUR

Front view –the covering of the front verandah

has effected the original elevation of the house .

Detail of the staircase

The richly detailed doubled height living room

forms the focus of the house
View of the lawn and the swimming pool
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Detail of the screen at first floor

Steps in the rear lawn leading to a deck

Detail of the screen at first floor

Detail of the fireplace and wall of

living room
Detail of the living room

102



Detail of light fixture in the living room

Detail of cabinet and door cum glazing

Detail of light shelf
103



MANI MAJRA FORT
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CHANDIGARH’S 

ENLISTED  HERITAGE 
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HERITAGE ZONES, HERITAGE PRECINCTS  AND HERITAGE BUILDINGS    

Buildings, Campuses, and Natural Features, which have been shortlisted for Heritage Status are categorized

as Heritage Buildings, Heritage Precincts, and Heritage Zones on the definitions given below.

“Heritage Zone” means an area consisting of two or more “Heritage Precincts” (which may or may not include

“Heritage Buildings”) of urban design, and/or areas of natural/environmental significance or scenic beauty,

including hills, hillocks, sacred groves, water-bodies, seasonal rivulets (and areas around them), open and/or

wooded areas.wooded areas.

“Heritage Precinct” means an area comprising Heritage Building/s or related places, which may be areas

around a Heritage Building or areas with strong urban and architectural character that share, wholly or partly,

certain common physical, social, architectural, cultural, technological significance .

“Heritage Building” means any building of one or more premises, or any part thereof, possessing

architectural, aesthetic, historic or cultural values, which requires protection and conservation for historical,

architectural, cultural, environmental or ecological purposes, and includes such portion of the land adjoining

such building or any part thereof as may be required for fencing or covering or otherwise conserving such

building.
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GRADING OF HERITAGE ZONES, HERITAGE PRECINCTS, AND HERITAGE BUILDINGS  

Grade-I Grade-II Grade-III 

(A) Definition

Heritage Grade-I comprises buildings

and precincts of national or historic

importance, embodying excellence in

architectural style, design,

technology and material usage

and/or aesthetics; they may be

associated with a great historic

Heritage Grade-II comprises buildings

and precincts of regional or local

importance possessing special

architectural or aesthetic merit, or

cultural or historical significance

though of a lower scale than Heritage

Grade-I. They are local landmarks,

which contribute to the image and

Heritage Grade-III comprises

building and precincts of importance

for townscape; that evoke

architectural, aesthetic, or

sociological interest through not as

much as in Heritage Grade-II.

These contribute to determine the

character of the locality and can be
associated with a great historic

event, personality, movement or

institution. They have been and are

the prime landmarks of the region.

All natural sites shall fall within

Grade-I.

which contribute to the image and

identity of the region. They may be the

work of master craftsmen or may be

models of proportion and

ornamentation or designed to suit a

particular climate.

character of the locality and can be

representative of lifestyle of a

particular community or region and

may also be distinguished by

setting, or special character of the

façade and uniformity of height,

width and scale.

(B) Objective:

Heritage Grade-I richly deserves

careful preservation.

Heritage Grade-II deserves intelligent

conservation.

Heritage Grade-II deserves

intelligent conservation (though on

a lesser scale than Grade-II and

special protection to unique

features and attributes).
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(C) Scope for Changes:

No interventions be permitted either

on exterior or interior of the heritage

building or natural features unless it

is necessary in the interest of

strengthening and prolonging the life

of the buildings/or precincts or any

part or features thereof. For this

purpose, absolutely essential and

No external change is to be permitted,

however, only limited internal change

is permitted which does not affect the

exterior of the building.

Internal changes may by large be

allowed. Changes can include

extensions and additional buildings

in the same plot or compound.

However, any changes should be

such that they are in harmony with

and should be such that they do not

detract from the existing heritage

building/precinct.
purpose, absolutely essential and

minimum changes would be allowed

and they must be in conformity with

the original.

building/precinct.

(D) Vistas / Surrounding

Development:

All development in areas surrounding

Heritage Grade-I shall be regulated

and controlled, ensuring that it does

not mar the grandeur of, or view from

Heritage Grade-I.

All development in areas surrounding

Heritage Grade-II shall be regulated

and controlled, ensuring that it does

not mar the grandeur of, or view from

Heritage Grade-II.

All development in areas

surrounding Heritage Grade-III shall

be regulated and controlled,

ensuring that it does not mar the

grandeur of, or view from Heritage

Grade-III.
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HERITAGE ZONE HERITAGE PRECINCT HERITAGE  

BUILDING

GRADING

Heritage Zone-I extends from outer

boundaries on the North-West side of

Rajendra Park covering all areas along it

and extending to the South-East

extremities under the administrative

control of the Chandigarh Administration.

This area is bound on its South-West

The Rajendra Park

The Capitol Complex

The Lake Club

The Sukhna Lake

The Lake Promenade

The Secretariat

The High Court

The Legislative

Assembly

The Open Hand

Martyrs Memorial

Museum of

I

I

I

I

I

I

CHANDIGARH’S ENLISTED HERITAGE --- HERITAGE ZONES, HERITAGE PRECINCTS, AND HERITAGE 

BUILDINGS

This area is bound on its South-West

extremities by Uttar Marg including the

green belt which runs along it on lower

end. Similarly, extremities of this

“Heritage Zone” on the North-East will

extend to lower range of the Shivalik Hills

covering all natural environmental

features and landmarks, notably, the

Catchment Area of the Sukhna Lake,

Wildlife Sanctuary, etc.

Museum of

Knowledge

Geometrical Hill

Tower of Shadows

I

I

I
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Heritage Zone-II with its origin in the

Shivalik foothills, on the North-East

running through the entire city of

Chandigarh and extending along the

Leisure Valley towards the South-West

into Punjab. The width of this Zone of

prime importance is demarcated by the

Institutional Belt along Jan Marg on the

South-East and closing on the junction of

MLA Hostel and MLA

Flats, Sector-3

MLA Hostel and Flats,

Sector-4

Government Museum &

Art Gallery, Sector-10 Main Museum

City Museum

Science Museum

Auditorium

I

I

I

I

I

ISouth-East and closing on the junction of

Sectors 16, 17, 22 and 23

The Rose Garden &

Shanti Kunj

Auditorium

Government

College of Art,

Sector -10

I

I

I
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Heritage Zone-III extends across Sector-7 I

Heritage Zone-IV extends across Sector-8 I

Heritage Zone-V extends across City

Centre, Sector-17

I

Heritage Zone-VI extends across

Sector-22

I

Heritage Zone-VII extends across Panjab

University, Sector-14

Gandhi

Bhawan

AC Joshi

Library

Fine Arts

I

I

I

Museum

Administrative

Block

I

Heritage Zone-VIII extends along Madhya

Marg from PGI to the Sukhna Choe on the

South-East and includes the Institutional,

Commercial Buildings and the Green Belts

along it on its either side. Institutional Belt

along Madhya Marg in Sector 15.

Institutional Belt in Sectors

18, 19, and 27.

Shopping Centres in

Sectors 7& 26.

Government College for

Boys & Girls, Sector 11

The Post Graduate

Institute of Medical &

Education Research,

Sector 12

II

II

II

II
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Heritage Zone-IX consists of belt of Mango

Grove along Purv Marg as demarcated in

the drawing

I

Heritage Zone-X stretching NW to SE

across Sector 11,10,9,8,7 along V4

Neighbourhood shopping

centres, institutional, and

residential buildings on

either side

II

Heritage Zone-XI stretching NW to SE

across Sector 14,15,16,18,19,27, 28 along

Neighbourhood shopping

centres, institutional, and

II

across Sector 14,15,16,18,19,27, 28 along

V4

centres, institutional, and

residential buildings on

either side
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Heritage Zone-XII stretching NW

to SE across Sectors 24, 23, 22,

21, 20, 30, 29

Neighbourhood shopping centres,

institutional , and residential buildings on

either side

II

Heritage zones-XIII along V3s:

Vidya Path, Udyan Path,

Himalaya Marg, Sarovar Path,

Sukhna Path, Chandi Marg,

Purv Marg, Vidya Path, Udyog

Path, Dakshin Marg.

III
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Architect Original Office, Sector 19

Government Press Building, Sector 18

Chandigarh College of Architecture, Sector12

Government Houses in Sectors 2, 3, 4, 5, 7,

11, 16, 19, 20, 22, 23, 27 as indicated in

Sector Layout Plans

House Number 56, Sector 4

Original blocks in the following

Government School Buildings:

Government High School, Sector 10

Government High School, Sector 15

Government Sr. Sec. School Sector 16

Government Girls High School, Sector 18

Government High School, Sector 19

I

I

I

II

I

II

II

II

II

IIGovernment High School, Sector 19

Government Girls High School, Sector 21

Junior Secondary School, Sector 22

Government Nursery School, Sector 7

Government Nursery School, Sector 16

Government Nursery School, Sector 22.

PRIVATE HOUSES

PL Varma’s House, # 28 Sector 5

Gautam Sehgal House, # 32 Sector 5

Mrs Nirlep Kaur’s House, # 33 Sector 4

Oberoi House, # 22 Sector 5

II

II

II

II

II

II

II

II

II

II

Manimajra Fort II
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NATURAL FEATURES, AREAS, AND VISTAS

The site of the city of Chandigarh has many natural features which make them suitable for conservation

on account of their environmentally-significant nature and scenic beauty besides their geographical

history. These are:

1. Shivalik Hills, as the most outstanding natural landmark which forms the backdrop of Chandigarh,

notably, the Capitol Complex

2. Sukhna Lake and its Catchment Area

3. Patiali-ki-Rao Choe

4. Sukhna Choe

5. Leisure Valley with its 8-kilometre-long monsoonal gorge and further extending into the State of

Punjab

6. Sukhna Wild-Life Sanctuary

7. N-Choe

8. Protected Forests8. Protected Forests

9. Forest Areas

10. Green Belts

11. Neighbourhood /Sector Greens

12. No-Construction Zone on the North of the Capitol Complex.

VISTAS

The enlisted Vistas form an intangible part of the Chandigarh Heritage and need to be preserved.

No building/development should be carried out that conflict with the following:

* Uninterrupted view of Shivalik Hills along all roads running NE to SW

* Uninterrupted view of the Shivalik Hills from the City Greens

* Uninterrupted Backdrop of the Shivalik Hills in the Capitol Complex

* Uninterrupted view of Sukhna Lake from the Uttar Marg

115



EPILOGUE

The spiritual dimension of the Chandigarh’s Master Plan may be highlighted by tracing the significance of

Le Corbusier’s planning postulates of “Sun, Space and Verdure” to India’s sacred scriptures: Sun is Satyam

[Truth], Space is Shivam [Goodness], and Verdure or Greenery is Sundaram [Beauty].

In the sacred Gayatri mantra, which is chanted by millions of people throughout the world everyday, Sun is

invoked as the creative and preserving power of God. Sun also directs the course of our lives regardless of

caste, creed, colour, and ethnic eccentricities. Space symbolises generosity of spirit of which Goodness is an

active ethical expression. By this token, Freedom is the Space in which Egos can coexist without conflict and

mutual ruination. Verdure or Greenery is the aesthetic means through which Nature’s artistry is

communicated as Beauty. Greenery is also akin to Nature’s inexhaustible productiveness whose counterpart

is the fertile human imagination.

There is inviolable interdependence and interrelationship among Sun, Space, and Verdure. In the Built [orThere is inviolable interdependence and interrelationship among Sun, Space, and Verdure. In the Built [or

Human] Environment, which is the largest single contributor to the making of a city’s master plan, it is Space

that receives Sun to let Verdure grow. The more the Space is congested by too much of buildings the less

there is Sun, with little eventual Verdure. By strict application of these principles, Le Corbusier created

Chandigarh we love for its Sunny [i.e. cheerful] temperament, Spacious extroversion [i.e. shared Goodness],

and lush Verdure [i.e. soulful Greenery]. And it is by strict insistence on their status quo that we can conserve

Chandigarh Heritage embodied in what Le Corbusier chose to call the “Green City”.

We must never succumb to the temptation of narrowing down the planned open Space (s) by building more

structures. It is in this special sense that Le Corbusier’s exhortation gains added significance: “The seed of

Chandigarh is well sown. It is up to the citizens to see that the tree flourishes”. Chandigarh has since long

moved out of the jurisdiction of architects and planners to become the most enviable inheritance of

Chandigarhians: its beneficiaries as well as its guardians!
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SECTOR WISE  
PROPOSALS

117



Following are the parameters for imposing the regulation of prior concept approval on new

buildings and/or additions-and-alterations in old ones.

• Experience has shown that since many private buildings fall along these important arteries,

namely, V3s and V4s, constituting major part of Chandigarh’s urban imageability, there is an

urgent need to regulate individualistic/idiosyncratic use of weird forms, senseless geometry,

garish colours, and gaudy materials to preserve the original character of the city besides

retaining sanity in architectural and urban designs

Sector-wise proposals showing locations of buildings enlisted for Heritage Status, areas of

mandatory concept approvals, areas which can be considered for redevelopment of First Phase

Sectors i.e. Sector 1 to 30, have been detailed out in the layout plans

retaining sanity in architectural and urban designs

• The principal objective is to maintain a harmonious urban form of Chandigarh in keeping with

the Master Architect’s original concept.

• The second criterion is the building’s architectural importance and the individual professional

standing of the architects who constituted the foreign team headed by Le Corbusier.

• The third parameter is the location of the building, which is crucial because an ill-designed

structure can become an intolerable eyesore whereas a sensitive design that respects its

architectural legacy would be a landmark asset in many ways.
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EDICT OF CHANDIGARH

This Edict of Chandigarh was prescribed by Mon Le Corbusier, the planner of Chandigarh for its citizens to

follow in future.

The objective of this edict is to enlighten the present and future citizens of Chandigarh about the basic concepts

of planning of the city so that they become its guardians and save it from whims of individuals. This edict sets

out the following basic ideas underlying the planning of the city.

Human Scale

The city of Chandigarh is planned to human scale. It puts in touch with the infinite cosmos and nature.

It provides us with places and buildings for all human activities in which the citizens can live a full and

harmonious life. Here the radiance of nature and heart are within our reach.

Sectors

The city is composed of sectors. Each sector is (½ mile x ¾ mile) 800 meters x 1200 meters enclosed by roads

allocated to fast mechanized transport and sealed to direct access from the houses.

Each sector caters for the daily needs of its inhabitants which vary from 5000 to 25000 and has a green strip

oriented longitudinally stretching centrally along the sector in the direction of the mountains. The green strip

should stay un-interrupted of the mountains. The green strip should stay un-interrupted and accommodate

schools, sports, walks and recreational facilities for the sector. Vehicular traffic is completely forbidden in the

green strips where tranquility shall reign and the curse of noises shall not penetrate.
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Areas of special Architectural interest.

Roads

The roads of the city are classified into seven categories known as systems of 7 Vs as below:

• V-1 Fast roads connecting Chandigarh to other towns.

• V-2 Arterial roads.

• V-3 Fast vehicular sector dividing roads.

• V-4 Meandering shopping streets.

• V-5 Sector circulation roads.

• V-6 Access roads to houses.

• V-7 Foot paths and cycle tracks.

Buses will only ply on V-1, V-2, V-3 and V-4 roads. A  wall shall seal the V-3 roads form the sector.

Areas of special Architectural interest.

Certain areas of Chandigarh are of special architectural interest where harmonized and unified composition of

building is aimed at. Absolute architectural and zoning control should remain operative. Along V-2 central (Dual

carriage-ways, Madhya Marg and Uttar Marg where sky-line heights, character and architecture of buildings as

planned shall not be altered. No building shall be constructed north of the Capitol Complex. Along V-2 beyond

dual carriage way, areas are reserved for cultural institutions only and shall never have any residential

buildings.

City Centre.

The central plaza in Sector-17 was designated by Le Corbusier as “Pedestrians Paradise”. No vehicular traffic

will be permitted in the plaza.

Industrial Area

Only such industries as are powered by electricity would be permitted in the Industrial Areas so that

atmosphere is saved from pollution.
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The Lake

The lake is a gift of the creators of Chandigarh to the citizens to be at one with nature, away from the hubbub of

city life. There shall be no commercial exploitation of the lake and its environment and its tranquility shall be

guaranteed by banning noises.

Landscaping

The landscaping of this city bases on careful observation of the vegetation of India. Selected ornamental trees,

shrubs and climbers have been planted according of colour schemes to beautify it. In future planting and

replacement, these principles must be kept in view. There should be no haphazard replacement so that the

avenues retain their harmony and beauty. The Leisure Valley, the Rajindra Park and other parks shall be

developed as parks only and no building other than already planned shall be permitted.

No Personal Statue Be ErectedNo Personal Statue Be Erected

The age of personal statues is gone. No personal statues shall be erected in the city or parks of Chandigarh.

The city is planned to breathe the new sublimated spirit of art. Commemoration of persons shall be confined to

suitably placed bronze plaques. Truthfulness of Building Materials to be Maintained. The truthfulness of

materials of constructions, concrete, bricks and stone shall be maintained in all buildings and constructed or to

be constructed.

“The seed of Chandigarh is well sown. It is for the citizens to see that the tree flourishes”.

Mon Le Corbusier
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THE CITY’S
UNDERLYING

PHILOSOPHYPHILOSOPHY

has been derived from 

Le Corbusier’s
THREE 

PLANNING PRINCIPLES: 

o SUN

o SPACE

o VERDURE

The THEME Painting depicts that Chandigarh is a  A GLOBAL CITY of

UNIVERSAL HERITAGE VALUELsprung up from the Soil of India as

“The First Flower Of Our FreedomL”

Mixed Media Painting By Dr SS Bhatti
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Bagh-i-hasti mein haseen gul sa hansei Chandigarh 

Soorat-i-naazeen har dil mein basei Chandigarh 

Chaar chaand is nei lagaaei hain vaqaar-i-watan ko 

Shaihr-i-zeibaan hai kahein log jisei Chandigarh

Chandigarh blooms in Life’s Garden like a Beautiful Flower 

As a pampered Beauty dwells Chandigarh in every soul

It has enhanced the country’s glory manifold 

What people call Chandigarh is, indeed, the City Beautiful
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Hai tamaddun kee haseen rooh’imaarat iskee 

Dil ko ehsaas-i-amiree de sakhaavat iskee

Shaihr-i-zeibaan  hai viraasat tamaam aabaadi kee

Farz banta hai karein mil kei hifaazat iskee

Its very building is the beautiful Soul of Urbanity

Its generosity makes the heart feel a touch of wealth 

City Beautiful is the Heritage of entire Humanity

It’s our collective duty to protect its aesthetic health
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AN 

ODE
TO 

CHANDIGARH
“ The City Beautiful ”

Planned with Sun, Space, and Greenery

Chandigarh is Modernism’s Quintessence

Upraised by humans, built with machinery

City has a unique planning significance

Sunny is Chandigarh’s temperamentSunny is Chandigarh’s temperament

And its heart is extremely spacious

It’s the brightest star in the firmament

Of Architecture at its most gracious

Corbusier, Jeanneret, Fry, and Drew

Were among the greatest of the century

Of Architects they formed a sagely crew

Their wisdom created with ethical integrity

Chandigarh: the most glorious in human history

An icon of many-layered creative mystery
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